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Task-based language teaching: how it is implemented effectively?
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of science and innovations.

Abstract: Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) has emerged as a dynamic
and learner-centered approach, emphasizing the acquisition of language skills
through meaningful, real-life tasks. This abstract explores the effective
implementation of TBLT, focusing on key principles and strategies to optimize
language learning outcomes. The selection of relevant tasks, pre-task activities, and
task cycles form the foundation, promoting both fluency and accuracy in language
use. Authenticity in materials and contexts, along with collaborative group dynamics,
enhances learner motivation and engagement. The integration of language focus
activities, selective error correction, and constructive feedback contribute to a
balanced language development approach. The adaptability of tasks and flexibility in
the teaching process are crucial elements, allowing teachers to tailor lessons to the
evolving needs of learners. Cultural sensitivity, reflective practices, and innovative
assessment methods further enrich the TBLT experience. This abstract advocates for
a learner-centric paradigm that empowers students to actively participate in their
language learning journey, fostering a holistic and effective approach to language
education.

Keywords: Task-Based Language Teaching ,language Acquisition, Language
Learning, Implementation Strategies, Learner-Centered, Authentic Tasks, Pre-task
Activities.

Introduction

Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) has emerged as a dynamic and
student-centered approach to language instruction, placing emphasis on real-world
communication and practical language use. Rooted in communicative language
teaching principles, TBLT seeks to engage learners in meaningful tasks that reflect
authentic language use scenarios. The effectiveness of TBLT lies in its ability to
bridge the gap between language learning and application by fostering a learner-
centered environment that promotes both linguistic and pragmatic competence.

Implemented effectively, TBLT transforms language classrooms into vibrant
hubs of interaction, encouraging students to actively participate in activities that
mirror everyday situations. This approach shifts the focus from rote memorization of
isolated language elements to the acquisition of language skills through purposeful
tasks. In this introduction, we will explore the principles underlying TBLT and delve
into the key strategies that contribute to its successful implementation, fostering
language development and proficiency in learners.

Richards and Schmidt (2010) state this learner-centred approach keeps learners
to the centre of all aspects of language teaching, including planning, teaching and
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evaluation. Emphasizing the importance of TBLT, Ellis (2003) opines that this
approach seeks the converse- texts that are learner-centred, discursive practices
encouraging learners to actively engage in shaping and controlling the discourse; and
social practices that help them in allowing and resolving social trouble. Here, the
learners participate and use language to complete these tasks. They help each other in
learning; monitoring each other’s tasks and suggesting fellow learners improve; and
interpret messages with their full linguistic knowledge and prior experiences. The
task is in the centre of the class activity where learners

need to process their thoughts while learning a second or foreign language.
Prabhu (1987) defines a language task as an activity that requires learners to arrive at
an outcome from given information through some process of thought and which
allows teachers to control and regulate the process. The teacher does not
predetermine the lesson, rather he prepares the students to engage in communicative
tasks using most of their time talking, discussing, negotiating, and helping each other
learn a language through meaningful communication. Similarly, Nunan (1989)
defines a communicative task as a piece of classroom work which involves learners
in comprehending, manipulating, producing, or interacting in the target language
focusing their attention on meaning rather than form. The teacher selects the tasks
from the texts which help to enhance the learners’ curiosity and involvement in
learning a language. While students are at the centre in this approach, the teacher
plays the role of an advisor, monitor, or facilitator of his or her students’ tasks.
He/she selects appropriate language tasks based on their age and interest; however,
the difficulty level of these tasks increases as the students become more competent.
First, the teacher gives clear instructions to the students about task topic; helps them
with difficult words, phrases and sentences, and then he takes them to take the real
task. The active involvement of the students and their interaction with pairs, in
groups, and even working individually on the tasks enhance their communicative
skills. In this study, | make use of observation and interviews to explore English
language teachers’ perceptions towards task-based language teaching as an approach
to improving students’ communicative skills. I observed two English language
teachers’ classes. After taking the participants’ consent, | interviewed them using
open-ended questions; recorded their interviews; transcribed and analyzed the
information to draw the findings of the study.

Classifications of task based approach

Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) encompasses various approaches that
share the common goal of integrating language learning with the completion of
meaningful tasks. These approaches provide students with opportunities to use
language in authentic and purposeful ways. Here are some types of task-based
approaches within the TBLT framework:

Information Gap Tasks:

Learners are given different pieces of information, and they must interact with
each other to exchange and complete the missing information.
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Examples include jigsaw activities, where each student has a part of a text or
information, and they need to collaborate to reconstruct the whole.

Opinion-Gap Tasks:

Students express and discuss their opinions on various topics, fostering critical
thinking and argumentation.

Debates, discussions, and role-plays are common examples of opinion-gap

tasks.

Problem-Solving Tasks:

Learners work together to solve a problem using the target language.

This could involve scenarios such as planning an event, resolving conflicts, or
making decisions as a team.

Decision-Making Tasks:

Students are presented with a situation where they need to make choices and
decisions using the target language.

For instance, planning a trip, choosing a course of action in a hypothetical
scenario, or making business decisions.

Creative Tasks:

Learners engage in activities that encourage creativity, such as storytelling,
role-playing, or creating a piece of art or media in the target language.

These tasks stimulate imagination while reinforcing language skills.

Simulation Tasks:

Creating scenarios that simulate real-life situations, allowing learners to use
language in a context resembling authentic experiences.

Simulations can range from everyday situations like ordering food at a
restaurant to more complex scenarios like conducting a job interview.

Project-Based Learning (PBL):

In PBL, students undertake an extended project that involves research,
planning, and presentation of findings using the target language.

This approach integrates language learning with other academic or real-world
skills.

Text Reconstruction Tasks:

Students are provided with a text that has been deliberately manipulated (e.g.,
jumbled sentences, missing information), and they must work together to reconstruct
the original text.

Task Sequencing:

This approach involves a series of interconnected tasks that build upon each
other, gradually increasing in complexity and language difficulty.

Task sequencing helps learners develop skills progressively and ensures a
smooth transition from simpler to more challenging language tasks.

Effective implementation of these task-based approaches involves careful
consideration of the learners' proficiency levels, interests, and the language goals
targeted in each task. Teachers play a crucial role in guiding and facilitating these
activities to optimize language acquisition and application.
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Implementation of task based approach

Implementing Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) involves a strategic and
learner-centered approach. Here's a step-by-step guide to help you effectively
implement TBLT in your language teaching context:

Understand TBLT Principles: Familiarize yourself with the underlying
principles of TBLT. Understand that tasks should be meaningful, communicative, and
relevant to real-world language use.

Assess Learner Needs and Proficiency: Conduct a needs analysis to understand
the language proficiency levels, goals, and interests of your learners. This
information will guide task selection and design.

Task Design: Develop tasks that align with the language goals and proficiency
levels of your students. Tasks should be purposeful, engaging, and require the use of
the target language for successful completion.

Sequencing Tasks: Consider task sequencing. Start with simpler tasks and
gradually progress to more complex ones. Ensure that tasks build on each other,
reinforcing language skills and allowing for a smooth progression.

Provide Clear Instructions: Clearly communicate task instructions to students.
Ensure that they understand the goals of the task, the process, and the criteria for
successful completion.

Promote Collaboration: Encourage collaboration among students. Many tasks
in TBLT involve working in pairs or small groups, fostering communication and
interaction in the target language.

Teacher Role as Facilitator: Assume the role of a facilitator rather than a
lecturer. Allow students to take an active role in the learning process. Provide support
and guidance as needed but prioritize student autonomy.

Reflection and Feedback: Incorporate reflection and feedback sessions. After
completing a task, allow students to reflect on their performance and receive
constructive feedback. This encourages metacognition and enhances learning.

Language Focus: Integrate language focus into tasks. While TBLT emphasizes
communication, ensure that there are opportunities for learners to focus on specific
language elements (vocabulary, grammar) that arise naturally during the tasks.

Assessment: Develop assessment criteria that align with the goals of the tasks.
Assess both the process and the final product. Consider a mix of formative and
summative assessments.

Flexibility: Be flexible in adapting tasks based on the dynamics of the class.
TBLT allows for adjustments based on learner needs and emerging language issues
during the task performance.

Incorporate Technology: Explore the integration of technology to enhance
task-based activities. Online resources, multimedia, and communication tools can add
variety and authenticity to tasks.

Professional Development: Engage in ongoing professional development. Stay
informed about current research and best practices related to TBLT. Attend
workshops, conferences, or participate in online forums to connect with other
practitioners.
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Reflect and Adjust: Regularly reflect on your teaching practices. Consider what
worked well and what could be improved. Use feedback from students and colleagues
to make adjustments for continuous improvement. Remember that
effective implementation of TBLT requires time, commitment, and ongoing
reflection. Adapt the approach to suit the needs and context of your learners while
maintaining the core principles of task-based language teaching.

Classroom Procedure

Task Title: "Planning a Weekend Getaway"

Objective: To enhance students' language skills through collaborative planning
and decision-making in a real-life scenario.

Language Skills Targeted: Vocabulary related to travel, accommodation, and
activities. Expressing preferences and making suggestions. Negotiation and
agreement in a group setting. Practicing future tenses.

Task Description:

Introduction (10 minutes): Begin by discussing the concept of planning a
weekend getaway. Elicit ideas about popular destinations, activities, and
accommodations.

Task Introduction (5 minutes): Introduce the task to the class. Students will
work in small groups to plan a weekend getaway. They will need to decide on a
destination, choose activities, find accommodation, and create a rough itinerary.

Group Formation (5 minutes): Form small groups of 3-4 students. Encourage
diversity within each group, considering language proficiency levels and learning
styles.

Pre-Task Language Preparation (15 minutes): Provide a list of relevant
vocabulary and phrases related to travel, accommodation, and activities. Discuss and
clarify any unfamiliar terms.

Task Execution (30 minutes): In their groups, students begin planning their
weekend getaway. They should discuss and decide on the following:

Destination: Where will they go?

Activities: What will they do during the weekend?

Accommaodation: Where will they stay?

Itinerary: Create a rough schedule of activities.

Language Focus (10 minutes):

Circulate among the groups, providing language support and addressing
questions. Encourage the use of target language structures and expressions.

Group Presentation (20 minutes): Each group presents their weekend getaway
plan to the class. Emphasize the use of the target language and encourage discussions
between group members.

Class Discussion (10 minutes):

Facilitate a class discussion by asking questions such as Which destination
seemed the most interesting, and why? Were there any challenges in reaching a
consensus within your group? What compromises or negotiations did you make?
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Reflection and Feedback (10 minutes): Ask students to reflect on the task:
What language skills did they use and develop? What was challenging or enjoyable?
Provide constructive feedback on language use and collaborative efforts.

Closure: Summarize the key language points covered during the activity.
Encourage students to apply the learned vocabulary and expressions in future
communication,

Advantages

Despite having some disadvantages which may include some students’
negligence towards active participation, and dominance of the fast learners over slow
learners during the task completion, TBLT offers various advantages. Lambert (2019)
states that TBLT is a process that takes place in line with learners’ internal
syllabuses, resources, and experience. Language tasks offer students opportunities to
active interaction in the subject matter in pairs or groups to discuss an authentic
agenda, negotiate and come up with the best possible solutions to the problems. This
helps them develop communicative skills along with enhancing understanding
content knowledge. TBLT compels even the shy students to work and learn from
each other in pairs and groups without any hesitation so that they can improve their
independence in learning. Ganta (2012) states that TBLT offers opportunities to
students to interact spontaneously with peers in the target language and helps them
help them remove hesitation and fear. Also, the students learn to take responsibility
for their tasks since the teacher is not available all the time, however, s/he will be
helping them if they do not find the way. This helps them take the risk as well in
learning. Finally, this approach enhances collaborative learning in students in that
they learn to accomplish tasks helping each other, correcting each other’s errors, and
improving their communication skills along with the completion of the task
accomplishment. A language task provides a context where the learners use language
in pairs or groups for the negotiation and comprehension of the meaning of language
activity. The teacher advises and helps with the learners’ difficulties so that they can
develop their communication skills. The teacher sets tasks in such a way that he or
she first engages the learners in familiar activities and gradually move to more
difficult ones that prompt learners to use more ambiguous and complex language. As
TBLT is one of the most modern and student-centred approaches to teaching a second
or foreign language, it provides ample exposure to students to use language for
expressing their views, feelings, emotions, ideas, and experiences which improve
their language skills.

Conclusion

Task-based language teachers have recognized the importance of students’
engagement in learning. This article has drawn on teachers’ perceptions of the use of
language tasks in teaching and improving their students’ communicative abilities.
They are exposed to different meaningful task components to enhance their overall
language abilities. Students feel more comfortable to use language with their peers
than with their teachers. When teachers design task materials based on their students’
age, interests and level so that taskbased teaching becomes more meaningful and
naturalistic. Learners are engaged in tasks that are related to their life skills and
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experiences. Through language tasks, the students learn both the subject matter and
communication skills. The success of the proper implementation lies in the skills of a
teacher and the readiness of the students. The teachers also need to update themselves
with the knowledge of ICTS to implement the TBLT effectively. TBLT can be more
effective in small classes because students get more time for interaction to develop
better communicative skills. Thus, the active involvement of the students and the
regular facilitation of the teacher can bring desired outcomes through the effective
use of task-based language teaching.
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